
Legal Prep Charter Academy is a high school that opened 
its doors to its first freshman class in the fall of 2012. The 
school’s mission is to increase college readiness, advocacy, 
and civic engagement on the west side of Chicago.

Legal Prep proudly graduated its first class of students in 2016, and 
100% of these students were accepted into college. Over 80% of 
Legal Prep students went on to two or four year colleges, and they are 
currently being supported by Legal Prep’s Alumni Counselor so that 
college graduation will be a reality. Legal Prep promotes resilience 
and leadership from day one, so students are prepared for the 
challenges that they will encounter while in college. Legal Prep was 
recently named the best high school, according to CPS’ SQRP Rating 
System, in a 2 mile radius of the building. Legal Prep is proud to stand 
out in its community. 

Legal Prep is Chicago’s first and only legal-themed high school and 
prepares Chicago’s youth to succeed in college and life. We focus 
on the skills that all great lawyers possess: excellent written and oral 
communication, critical thinking, problem solving, and advocacy. 
These are skills that will benefit our students regardless of whether 
they have interest in pursuing a career as a lawyer. Legal Prep staff, 
students, and families work together to put every student on the 
path to college success. 

Legal Prep students attend a longer school day than the average 
Chicago Public School student and must comply with a strict 
discipline policy that creates an outstanding learning environment 
for all students. Parents are expected to support the Legal Prep staff 
in creating this culture of discipline and respect. Students adhere to 
a dress code that includes a school uniform.

In addition to the school-day courses, Legal Prep students participate 
in a variety of after-school activities and clubs, including a full selection 
of sports. As a charter school, Legal Prep is a public school – there is 
no tuition to attend. Be a part of something special – join Legal Prep!

STUDENT APPLICATION
2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR

Educating the next generation of lawyers and leaders

ABOUT LEGAL PREP

LOCATION/CONTACT 
INFORMATION:
4319 W. Washington Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60624 
773-922-7800 
info@legalprep.org 
www.legalprep.org

SCHOOL TYPE:  
Open Enrollment – any current  
8th grade student can apply –  
no test required.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: 
February 1, 2017

CLASS HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 
8:15 AM - 3:10 PM
Wednesday: 8:15 AM - 1:43 PM
Activities Dismissal:
Monday-Friday: 5:00 PM



Legal Prep offers its students a college prep curriculum with legal 
topics infused into the core subjects, where appropriate. Legal Prep 
also provides law-themed courses and extra-curricular activities. The 
legal content provides a way for students to hone their writing and 
oral presentation skills, as well as apply logic, analysis, and critical 
thinking to legal and everyday issues. Law curriculum engages 
students in learning by fostering civic participation, and promoting 
meaningful relationships with professionals. 

Preparing Students for College Requires:

RIGOROUS INSTRUCTION: Every teacher at Legal 
Prep believes that all students can succeed in college, 
and each course will require a substantial amount of 
work and effort from each student.

MORE TIME ON TASK: Legal Prep’s strict discipline 
has one purpose – to create a safe learning environment 
that provides students with the opportunity to focus 
on getting a quality education that will not be watered 
down by peers who are not invested in their own future.

PARENTAL SUPPORT: Students need support and 
sacrifice from parents and families to make it to college. 
Legal Prep expects parents and families to support our 
discipline policy, academic standards, and attendance 
policies.

CONFLICT RESOLUTION: Legal Prep acknowledges 
and understands that Legal Prep students deal with a 
number of problems and issues outside of the school day. 
Legal Prep is committed to helping students work through 
these issues through peace circles, mediations, and one-
on-one counseling. Legal Prep has a robust Social Work 
department that addresses students’ socio-emotional 
needs and deescalates student conflict when necessary.

FRESHMAN

Law and Literature
English I 
Algebra I 
Physics 
Latin and Ancient Roman History 
Physical Education I 
Music/Art 
Advisory 

SOPHOMORE
English II- World Literature 
World History 
Geometry 
Chemistry 
Spanish/Latin II 
Criminal Law and Procedure 
Elective 
Advisory 

JUNIOR
English III 
Algebra II 
U.S. History 
Biology 
Spanish/Latin III 
Constitutional Law 
Elective 
Advisory 

SENIOR
English IV 
Pre-Calculus 
AP Government 
AP Biology 
Spanish/Latin IV 
Law Theory 
Elective 
Advisory 

COURSE  
REQUIREMENTS  

BY YEAR

LEGAL-THEMED CURRICULUM

OUR EXPECTATIONS



COMMUNITY OF ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE: Students learn in 
an environment where every one of 
their classmates is college-bound and 
committed to academic excellence. 
Students are expected to work 
together and support each other in 
their studies. 

PEACEFUL CONFLICT 
RESOLUTION: Students are taught
strategies for peaceful conflict resolution, 
and are involved in administering the 
Legal Prep discipline policy through 
peer jury and peer mediation programs.

ADVISORY: Students are placed in a same-gender advisory section that stays together with the same faculty 
advisor for all four years. The advisor helps students set goals and develop effective study habits. Advisors are in 
regular contact with parents to provide updates on student progress.

CLUBS & SPORTS: Students are encouraged to be involved in a variety of extra-curricular activities. Students 
have the opportunity to create and participate in clubs with their classmates and a faculty advisor. Legal Prep 
continues to improve its athletic programs and expand the number of varsity sports offered. 

ATHLETICS
Soccer

Basketball
Volleyball

Cheer/Dance 
Golf
Track

Baseball/Softball 
Cross Country

CLUBS
Cooking

Spoken Word/Poetry
Theatre

Yearbook
Business 

 

LAW-THEMED 
ACTIVITIES

Mock Trial
Debate

Student Government
Negotiations
Law & Film 

Logic Games

STUDENT LIFE



4319 W. Washington Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60624 
773-922-7800 
info@legalprep.org 
www.legalprep.org

PARTNER 
ORGANIZATIONS

Legal Prep is proud to have broad support 
from the legal and business community for 
the school. The following partners have 
supported the school financially and/or 
work directly with our students as tutors, 
mentors, and extra-curricular coaches:

Accenture
Adelson, Testan, Brundo, & Jimenez, P.C.
Advance Discovery
Allstate
Aon Hewitt
Association Of Corporate Counsel
Brinks Gilson & Lione PC
Chicago Bar Association
Discover Financial
DLA Piper
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Exelon
First American Bank
Foley & Lardner LLP
Goldberg Kohn Ltd.
Greene & Letts
Health Care Service Corporation
Here
Holland & Knight LLP
Huron Consulting
Illinois Tool Works
Jenner & Block LLP
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Kaye Scholer
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Locke Lord LLP
Major Lindsey & Africa
Mayer Brown LLP
McDermott Will & Emery
McDonald’s Corporation
Minority Corporate Counsel Association
Motorola Mobility
Navigant
Nyhan, Bambrick, Kinzie & Lowry P.C.
Ogletree Deakins
Orbitz
Ostrow Reisin Berk & Abrams Ltd.
Quarles & Brady LLP
Romanucci & Blandin LLC
Schiff Hardin LLP
Sidley Austin LLP
Skadden Arps Slate  
Meagher & Flom LLP
Walker Wilcox Matousek LLP
Walton Family Foundation
Wiedner & McAuliffe
United Airlines
U.S. Department Of Education

Our staff, students and families make  
Legal Prep a truly special learning 
community. We are all working together 
to prepare students not just for college 
admission, but for success in both college 

and life. 

Sam Finkelstein, Principal, CEO & Co-Founder

My son Cory has loved to argue since he was a 
little boy, so naturally, sending him to a school 
that teaches him to debate constructively and 
win was an easy choice. At Legal Prep Cory has 
developed a love and deeper understanding 
of the law, business, being an entrepreneur and 

social responsibility and activism. The teachers and 
staff go to extraordinary measures to make sure that 

Cory and every student is well prepared for college and 
the world beyond, no matter the professional direction they 
choose. I couldn’t have chosen a better place for my son to 
attend high school. The people here don’t just teach, they care.

Lanorra Dennis, Parent of 12th Grader, Cory Dennis

Legal Prep Charter Academy encourages students to 
become leaders and lifelong learners, embracing 

and guiding their continued development while 
supporting them emotionally, socially, and 
academically. Students at Legal Prep learn 
to think critically, speak passionately, lead 
with confidence, and actively question the 

world around them. Upon graduation, they are 
prepared to embrace the challenges of college and 

inspire positive, longterm change. 

Katie-jo Ramirez, English Teacher

WHO WE ARE

When I came to Legal Prep, I did not expect 
such a school to be so cool! I don’t want to 
be a lawyer, but I do know that I want to 
go to college and succeed. LPCA is a great 
school in regards to the feeling of being 

welcome. I love it here!

Dante Mackey, Student, 11th Grade



STUDENT APPLICATION
2017 - 2018 SCHOOL YEAR

Educating the next generation of lawyers and leaders

Student Information:

Student’s First Name    Student’s Last Name

       Applying to 9th Grade?     Yes   No

Birth Date      Applying to 10th Grade?   Yes   No

       Applying to 11th Grade?   Yes   No

       Do you have a sibling at Legal Prep?    Yes   No

Parent/Guardian Information:

Parent or Guardian’s First Name  Parent or Guardian’s Last Name

Primary Phone     Secondary Phone

Address  Direction  Street Name   Apt. #

City   State   Zip Code

Email Address

I affirm that all information provided on this form is true and accurate

Parent or Guardian’s Printed Name  Parent or Guardian’s Signature    Date

MAIL COMPLETED APPLICATION TO:

Legal Prep Charter Academies
4319 W. Washington Blvd. 

Chicago, IL 60624



Educating the next generation of lawyers and leaders

4319 W. Washington Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60624 

 773-922-7800 
info@legalprep.org 

Apply online today at
www.legalprep.org

Applications due February 1, 2017

Legal Prep Charter Academy is a public school open to all Chicago students.  We serve special education 
students, English Language Learners, talented and gifted students, and everyone else who applies. The 
only information needed to apply to Legal Prep Charter Academy is a student’s name, residency in Chicago, 
and contact information. No test scores, grades, recommendations, or behavioral history will be taken into 
consideration. Legal Prep Charter Academy is committed to equal treatment of all individuals.  Legal Prep 
Charter Academy does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender, disability, age, sexual orientation, 
religion, ancestry, marital status, national or ethnic origin, or need for special education services.


